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Now in a new edition from Bedford/St. Martinâ€™s, Interpretations of American History offers an

essential collection of essays and readings on American historiography. Each chapter opens with

an extended essay that explores the historiography specific to that chapterâ€™s topic, followed by

two readings by preeminent historians that highlight different â€” although not always diametrically

opposed â€” historical approaches. Fully updated for the next generation of scholars, the most

respected historiographical reader now comes with all the care and quality that you expect from

Bedford/St. Martinâ€™s.

Paperback: 416 pages

Publisher: Bedford/St. Martin's; 8 edition (September 5, 2008)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0312480490

ISBN-13: 978-0312480493

Product Dimensions:  6.7 x 0.9 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.2 pounds

Average Customer Review:     3.7 out of 5 stars       6 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #144,103 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #60 inÂ Books > History >

Historical Study & Educational Resources > Essays   #137 inÂ Books > History > Historical Study &

Educational Resources > Historiography   #598 inÂ Books > Textbooks > Humanities > History >

Europe

Francis G. Couvares is the E. Dwight Salmon Professor of History and American Studies at Amherst

College. He is the author of The Remaking of Pittsburgh: Class and Culture in an Industrializing City

1877-1919 (1984) and editor of Movie Censorship and American Culture, Second Edition (2006).

Martha Saxton is an Associate Professor of History and Women's and Gender Studies and the

Elizabeth Bruss Reader at Amherst College. She has written biographies of Louisa May Alcott and

Jayne Mansfield, as well as Being Good: Womenâ€™s Moral Values In Early America (2003), and

numerous essays on women in early America. Â  Founding editors of Interpretations of American

History Gerald N. Grob and George Athan Billias are Sigerist Professor of the History of Medicine

Emeritus at Rutgers University and Hyatt Professor of History Emeritus at Clark University,

respectively.



The book was in horrible condition. Highlight marks everywhere, notes, and more. I felt that for 150

dollars it would at least be in an acceptable condition. It's nicely written, but do be careful about who

you buy it from.

Thank You.

Item delivered on time and was as described.

Fast service. A+

Awesome

It is absolutely never easy to write a coherent work of historiography, and they are never much fun

to read. Nevertheless, they can serve a certain crucial purpose within the field. One does not doubt

that the authors have sincerely attempted to write an edifying work, but it is hard to characterize the

text as anything other than cumbersome and frequently very confused. Some chapters are basically

coherent chronological progressions through the relevant debate. Others, however, jump wildly from

theme to theme in a way that thoroughly disorients the reader. The better part of one's time in any

given chapter is dedicated to deciphering the development of history in that field.In most chapters,

the period after the 1960s fragmentation of most fields results in a sudden profusion of works, and

actual discussion of the works is reduced to almost meaningless blurbs. the authors would have

done much better to have made more general statements with fewer authors and kept better sight of

the larger vacillations in the field. A critical editorial note should mention the frequent typos in titles

and multiple dates given for a single work in different chapters (the date given should ALWAYS

reference the ORIGINAL publication date everywhere in a work of historiography). Finally, a number

of the author bios for the excerpts have not been updated.As a Europeanist I cannot say if better

works exist on the subject, but my discussions with my Americanist colleagues all suggest that this

work only barely fills the gap and needs serious revision to serve as a truly adequate text.
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